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ABSTRACT

This study aims to find out and describe the discourse deixis in Malala Yousafzai’s speech at United Nations Youth Assembly, the function, and the 
relations with anaphora and cataphora. This research is a kind of descriptive qualitative research because the data present by the descriptive. The 
researcher uses the theory from Stephen C. Levinson, meanwhile to analyze the data the researcher uses the theory by Miles and Huberman. The 
result of the research shows that in Malala Yousafzai’s speech there are 39 utterances that contains of discourse deixis, 20 utterances or 51.28% for 
token reflexive, and 19 utterances or includes of switch reference in the same subject marker 33.33% and different subject marker 15.38%. They 
include of this, that, those, these, them, they, it, their, them, I, we, he. In addition, the utterance is also includes of anaphora and cataphora.
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INTRODUCTION

In human’s life, language is never separate from their activity. As a 
necessity of humans, brings language to become a very important thing. 
People can do many with languages, such as say what their feelings, 
their opinion, to influence someone, or to share a piece of knowledge 
or information and so on.

To make a good communications with others, we must understand well 
what people means by their language, sometime people do the ambiguity 
in their utterance; they used the signal or coding when communication. 
In this view, there is a study that learn about meaning or coding called 
pragmatic. Pragmatic is one of several branch of linguistics study. Some 
studies explain that pragmatic is the study of meaning depending on the 
context. Pragmatic itself is divided into several types based on Stephen 
C. Levinson, such as Deixis, conversation implicature, presupposition, 
speech acts, and conversational structure.

Nowadays, a lot of linguistic phenomena occur in someone’s speech; 
many speakers used the linguistics phenomena in their speech or 
utterance even in the formal event or in the daily activity. For those 
reasons, many people are interested to learn and researching about it. 
There are previous researches that use the pragmatic branch as a subject 
of the research, the first research is by Siti Maysarah in entitled “Deixis 
word found in English Translation of Holy Qur’an surah Al- Baqarah” 
the researcher analyze the five types of deixis, such as person deixis, 
time deixis, place deixis, discourse deixis, and social deixis. The second 
research is by Herlina Jasa Putri Harahap in entitled “Analsis Deixis 
Dalam Bahasa Jerman” the researcher analyze the five types of deixis, 
such as person, time, place, discourse, and social deixis. The third 
research is by Anita in entitled “Descriptive Analysis of Discourse Deixis 
Used In Politics Column on Jakarta Post In April 2017” the researcher 
limited the focus into two that is used of the word “that” and “this”.

According to the previous research above, the researcher decides 
to do the study entitled “A Pragmatic Analysis of Discourse Deixis in 
Malala Yousafzai’s speech in the United Nations Youth Assembly”. The 
similarity is the focus on the deixis study. Meanwhile, the novelty of 
this research is from the use of grand theory and the entire focus, if 
the other research used theory from Yule this research is used theory 
from Levinson, wherein Levinson divided deixis into five types, the 

researcher limited the focus into one namely Discourse Deixis and the 
difference also from the object the other research that mentioned above 
their used Qur’an, Newspaper and speech of Donald Trump but in this 
study, the researcher used the speech of Malala Yousafzai.

This research is conducted to answer the research questions below:
1.	 What kinds of discourse deixis are found in Malala Yousafzai’s speech 

at the United Nations Youth Assembly?
2.	 What are the function of the discourse deixis that found in Malala 

Yousafzai’s speech at United Nation Youth Assembly?
3.	 What are the relation of discourse deixis are found in Malala 

Yousafzai’s speech at the United Nations Youth Assembly?

The result of this research is expected to give the contribution in 
linguistics study, can adding the readers’ knowledge so that they can 
more understanding about discourse deixis.

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

Based on Levinson, a pragmatic study is a correlation between language 
and purpose, which correlates with the language structure. As the 
opinion above, because many words have different purposes, different 
contexts, and clues, pragmatic must have the continuity between the 
language and the structure so the people who receive the utterance 
can interpret well. In addition, Searle, Kiefer, and Bierwisch argue that 
pragmatics is a word of cognitive and society that influenced people of 
something which very specific but did not have a clear meaning. Based 
on the mean of the argument before, it can be interpreted that pragmatic 
contain words that belong to society and theory, which can affect others 
to make an impression about something being said, because in each 
pragmatic words do not have the specific meaning.

Definition of deixis
Deixis becomes a basic knowledge that important to learn to students 
according to Cutting. Based on Grundy, demonstrative words that 
pointing refers to closed words of a situation of the utterance is called 
deixis. From the Grundy, opinion deixis is a property of a closed word 
that the meaning refers to main in which situation the statement or 
sentence be spoken by someone. When the people used the deixis aspect 
in their sentence usually people do not mention directly the purpose to 
make the receiver understand the meaning, they used such as pointing 
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word. Furthermore, Levinson adding that the deixis phenomenon 
needed contextual information in which to understand the meaning of 
some words or a sentence. From the statement above, the researcher 
can conclude that deixis is a word or phrase in a context situation that 
requires an order to understanding the sense of an utterance in context, 
because deixis itself depends on the word refer based on the context.

Discourse deixis
Beside the traditional types of deixis, such as person deixis, time 
deixis, and place deixis. Levinson adds the categories of deixis, such 
as discourse deixis and social deixis. This research focus to analysis 
about discourse deixis. Discourse deixis is the encoding language that 
reference to the discourse in which the utterance is located. From the 
definition above, it can be interpreted that discourse deixis is language 
use to encoding whereas the reference is to the utterance in text.

Furthermore, from Andrea Macrae book discourse deixis refers to the 
particular points within a text that are not entirely disconnected from 
the ways deixis works in the canonical situation of utterance. From the 
statement above, discourse deixis is a words which the meaning refers 
to the points in the text, discourse deixis usually uses the demonstrative.

In addition, some study said that the personal pronouns such as she, he, 
you, etc. are one of the basis ways for declare text/discourse deixis in 
the English Language. Discourse deixis is divided into two categories 
such as Switch reference and Token reflective deixis.

Switch reference
According to Jacobsen, switch reference is the reference that consists 
in the fact that a switch in the subject is obligation indicated in a 
situation by a morpheme, which may or may not carry others meanings 
in addition. From the opinion above, it can be interpreted that switch 
reference is designating on the subject of the clause that usually by 
morpheme, and it is a situation indicate that can brings meaning, and 
also to addition the meaning.

Switch reference is marking encodes whether the subject of one clause 
is the same as or different from the subject of another clause. From the 
definition before, switch reference is the designation of the subject to 
know whether the subject is the same or different of one clause. There 
are two categories of switch reference, such as same subject marker and 
the different subject marker. The examples of (SS), same subject marker, 
and (DS) different subject marker:
	 “I sat down and ate” (SS)
	 “I sat down and he ate” (DS)

Token reflexive
According to Levinson, token reflexivity is a special subtype of discourse 
deixis, usually concern of the use demonstrative word “that” and “this”. 
As in the example below:
	 “Puff puff puff: that is what it sounded like”
	 “This is what phoneticians call creaky voice”

Based on Kaplan, the rule of token mapping of the utterance/sentence 
is they carry content to the context. From the argument before, it can 
be interpreted that a token reflective bring the content of the sentence 
or utterance to the context as a rule of token expression. The words 
can called as a token reflective if the indexical and referent aptly in the 
utterance. As in the example, the word “I” must be refers to the person 
who produced it, meanwhile the word “here” must be refers to the place 
when the utterance is occurs.

Anaphora
Anaphora is pointing back something that was mentioned earlier in 
the discourse with repition. The use of anaphora according to previous 
statement usually to pointing word that the reference is back to the 
preceding words. For example: “Dani doesn’t like humberger. He avoids 
eating it whenever possible”

Cataphora
According to Matthews, cataphora is the relation between the anaphoric 
expression and an antecedent that comes later. From the definition 
before, the different between anaphora and cataphora is, cataphora 
concerns to the encoding the word with the demonstrative for the 
upcoming word in the sentence.

Furthermore, Halliday and Hasan argue that cataphora is looking 
forward to the text to know what are the word that refers to the pronoun. 
From the arguments above, cataphora used to gives the marking of the 
upcoming word in the sentence the function is to clearly the previous 
word mention before. For example:

“I turn to the corner and almost stepped on it. There was a large snake 
in the middle of the path”.

Speech function
Halliday divided speech function into four primary types such as offer, 
statement, command, and question. The explanation is in the table below:

No. Speech function
1. Offer Would you give me a cup of tea?
2. Statement I give her bucket on her birthday
3. Command Close the door!
4. Question Is there someone out there?

Definition of speech
Communication is a part of daily activity life that humans use to share 
the massage from the others. According to Chomsky, speech is a part 
of daily live that become a familiar. Based on the argument before, 
speech is an activity that humans do in their activity that can never 
separate. Speech is the way to convey our massages orally; however, we 
can share it by others form include written text. Based on the previous 
explanation, speech is used to share humans massage usually speech 
convey by orally, but it can also be used others form, such as written 
text, body language, and so on.

Malala Yousafzai in the description
Malala Yousafzai was born in Mingora Pakistan on July 12, 1997. She 
is an activist of education for children and woman, her father’s name 
is Ziauddin Yousafzai and her mother’s name is Tor Pekai Yousafzai. 
Her life was totally changed when the Taliban came to Pakistan and 
attacks them. When was it that, Taliban came and forbid the children 
and woman to get an education, and they also crush the building school.

In September 2008, Malala was protesting about Taliban actions. In 
2009, Malala back to Pakistan after fleeing to save her life from the 
Taliban. Start from that Malala being active to campaign for other people, 
the importance of education for humans with her father. On October 9, 
2012, when Malala back from her school with her friends, she was shot 
by the Taliban on her head. In Queen Elizabeth hospital, Inggris Malala 
got handling to remove the bullet that embedded on her head.

On July 12, 2013, Malala gives her speech about woman’s rights, 
terrorism issues, and stupidity in United Nations Assembly, New York. 
She got appreciation from NOBEL because of her struggle. Until now, 
Malala still campaigns about the importance of education for humans.

RESEARCH METHOD

This research is qualitative, while qualitative research is a new method 
and also called an artistic method because the process to get the data 
is lack of system, also because the data will explain by the words rather 
than the number. This research used a descriptive method in order to 
describe discourse deixis aspects or phenomenon that found in Malala 
Yousafzai’s speech at United Nations Youth Assembly.

The instrument of this research is the researcher itself. According to 
Lincoln and Guba in the qualitative study, there is no other choice than 
to use herself as the main instrument, because everything in qualitative 
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research does not have a distinct form, problem, focus of the research, 
and also the result, so there is no better choice than the researcher as a 
tool to achieve those.

To collect the data, the researcher follows the steps below:
1.	 The researcher found the soft file of Malala Yousafzai’s speech on 

the Internet.
2.	 The researcher reads the entire text of the speech
3.	 Identify and Signed the word or sentence that contains the discourse 

deixis aspect
4.	 Analyze the kinds of discourse deixis in the speech of Malala Yousafzai 

by the theory proposed by Stephen C. Levinson.
5.	 Analyze the function of discourse deixis in Malala Yousafai’s speech 

by Stephen C. Levinson theory
6.	 Analyze the relation of discourse deixis used in Malala Yousafzai’s 

speech by Stephen C. Levinson.
7.	 Establish the most frequency of two types of discourse deixis by 

formula:

A F
N

� �100%

X: The percentage of two types of discourse deixis
F: The frequency of two types of discourse deixis
N: The total of the discourse deixis.

To analyze the data, the researcher uses the steps that conducted by 
Miles and Huberman:
a.	 Data Reduction
	 The data are differentiated or sorting and categories depend on the 

type, so the researcher will easy to do the next step. In this step, the 
researcher omitting parts of speech that will not be examined.

b.	 Data Display
	 In the second step, the researcher analyzes the words that are 

included in the discourse deixis category by Levinson and presents 
the data by the table.

c.	 Conclusion Drawing/Verification
	 In the last step, after the researcher sorts and presence the data, 

the researcher should make a conclusion about the result, what the 
result can answer the formulation of the researcher or not.

FINDING AND DISCUSSION

In this research, the researcher found 20 utterances (51.28%) that 
includes of token reflexive while 19 utterances that includes of switch 
reference, 13 utterances (33.33%) for the same subject marker, and 6 
utterances (15.38%) for the different subject marker. Furthermore, the 
relation to anaphora and cataphora is the anaphora is most dominant 
in her speech. There are 15 token reflexive utterance that includes of 
anaphora and 5 utterances for cataphora.

The Function of Discourse Deixis in Malala Yousafzai’s speech at 
United Nations Youth Assembly.

No. Speech function
1. Offer ‑
2. Statement 31
3. Command 7
4. Question 1

The frequency of two kinds of discourse deixis:

Switch reference
Same subject marker

X F
N

� �100%

X � �
13

39
100%

X = 33.33%

Different subject marker

X F
N

� �100%

X � �
6

39
100%

X = 15.38%

Token reflexive

X F
N

� �100%

X � �
20

39
100%

X = 51.28%

CONCLUSION

After analyzing the data the researcher concludes that in the Malala 
Yousafai’s speech the most frequent of discourse deixis is Token Reflexive 
deixis meanwhile 31 utterances marked as giving a statement and the 
relation between cataphora and anaphora are the most frequent is anaphora.
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